
  

Hazard and Risk Communication in the 
Laboratory  
Student Guide 

GLOBAL BIORISK MANAGEMENT CURRICULUM 



 

  Page 2  
  

 
Hazard & Risk Communication Welcome & Introductions 
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Hazard & Risk Communication Why is hazard communication important? 

 

List the precautions necessary for someone who is transporting a 
sample of microorganism from the centrifuge to the biosafety 
cabinet, and explain why you chose each precaution.  
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Hazard & Risk Communication Why is hazard communication important? 

 

Lack of information or even basic knowledge about other agents 
present in the same lab has caused laboratory-acquired infections. A 
majority of LAIs have a declared unknown source. While some of the 
sources of infection may legitimately be unknown, many of these 
might be able to be tracked if appropriate hazard communication 
were used in the laboratory. 
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Hazard & Risk Communication Why is hazard communication important? 

 

What did you group determine as important to know about a human 
blood sample?   

 
 
 

How would you respond if the answer to the above questions was “I 
don’t know”?   

 

 

Why is it always safest to treat the sample as contaminated to the 
greatest extent?   
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Hazard & Risk Communication International Warning Symbols 

 

What does each of these symbols indicate, and how are they used?   

 

  
 
 
 
 

What should you do if you encounter one of these symbols? 
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Hazard & Risk Communication Methods of Hazard Communication 

 

List as many methods as possible that ensure that those entering the 
lab are fully informed of the hazards: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider the earlier discussion of meaningfulness and memorability 
– is there a risk to labeling everything as hazardous? 
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Hazard & Risk Communication Methods of Hazard Communication 

 

Any questions before you get started? 
 
 
 
 
Remember, assumed that your lab employs people that work 
directly with pathogens and people that will simply enter the lab but 
not work directly with pathogens! 
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Hazard & Risk Communication Review & Wrap-Up 

 

What might be some outcomes if a lab does not practice hazard 
communication? 

 

 

 

What aspects of hazard communication could be improved in your 
lab? 

 

 

 

What steps are necessary to make that improvement? 

 

 

 

 

Remember to jot this down on your action plan and try to give 
yourself a due date for accomplishing these steps!! 
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Notes: 
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